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it. Dependence and fear, however, unless
God be their object, are incompatible with
liberty of conscience, sweetest of gifts divine.
Is it not the innate spirit of fearlessness, and
the long national struggle for free institutions
that have raised the Anglo-Saxon race to
the first civilising power on earth, mother of
prosperous commonwealths ? and is it not
the same love of independent search after
truth which has made Germany a nursery
of philosophy and science, the educational
centre of the world? For similar reasons,
the Vedanta school of religion has matured
deeper thinkers and riper thoughts than
Buddhism.1

Orthodox Hindus, living in the midst of
the elaborate ceremonial and the never-ending
holidays of the Buddhists, imperceptibly

"* 1 The members of the Sangha look upon the estab-
lished Order as their refuge and strength, but the
teachings of Ved&nta advocate universal brotherhood
rather than an organised fellowship. The fruits of the
spirit, such is the Ved&ntic point of view, cannot be
forced by rules and regulations, but grow out of gn&na
(self-realisation). The &tma-knower who knows himself
in all things, and all things in himself, has no need of
a communal life or common forms of worship in order
to commune with brother-souls, and help them on to
moksha (salvation).